
 
 

Abolitionist Reading List 
 

Angela Davis, ​Are Prisons Obsolete 
 
Robin D.G. Kelley, ​Freedom Dreams 
 
Paolo Freire, ​Pedagogy of the Oppressed 
 
Audre Lorde, “​A Litany for Survival​” 
 
Fred Hampton, “​Power Anywhere There’s People​”  
 
Jalil Mutaquim,​ ​We Are Our Own Liberators: Selected Prison Writings 
 
George Jackson,​ ​Blood In My Eye 
 
Cedric Robinson, ​Black Marxism: The Making of the Black Radical Tradition 
 
Dan Berger, Mariame Kaba, and David Stein, “​What Abolitionists Do​” 
 
Mariame Kaba, “​Police ‘Reforms’ You Should Always Oppose​” 
 
Robin D.G. Kelley, “​What Is Racial Capitalism and Why Does It Matter​?” 
 
David Oshinksy, ​Worse Than Slavery: Parchman Farm and the Ordeal of Jim Crow Justice  
 
“​The Folsom Prisoners Manifesto​” 
 
Attica Prison Liberation Faction, “​Manifesto of Demands​”  
 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/147275/a-litany-for-survival
http://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/fhamptonspeech.html
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/Jalil-A-Muntaqim-We-Are-Our-Own-Liberators_-Selected-Prison-Writings-Arissa-Media-Group-LLC-2010.pdf
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/Jalil-A-Muntaqim-We-Are-Our-Own-Liberators_-Selected-Prison-Writings-Arissa-Media-Group-LLC-2010.pdf
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/george_l-_jackson_blood_in_my_eyebook4you-org.pdf
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/george_l-_jackson_blood_in_my_eyebook4you-org.pdf
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/Robinson_BlackMarxism.pdf
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2017/08/prison-abolition-reform-mass-incarceration
https://truthout.org/articles/police-reforms-you-should-always-oppose/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=REo_gHIpvJc
https://www.freedomarchives.org/Documents/Finder/DOC510_scans/Folsom_Manifesto/510.folsom.manifesto.11.3.1970.pdf
https://libcom.org/blog/attica-prison-liberation-faction-manifesto-demands-1971-06012012


Breaking Down the Prison Industrial Complex​, ​Critical Resistance 
 
Victoria Law, ​Resistance Behind Bars: The Struggles of Incarcerated Women 
 
Sarah Lamble, ​Captive Genders​, “​Transforming Carceral Logics: 10 Reasons to Dismantle the 
Prison Industrial Complex Through Queer/Trans Analysis and Action​” 
 
Nikki Giovanni, “​Revolutionary Dreams​” 

Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, “​Until Black Women Are Free, None of Us Will Be Free​” 

Martha Escobar, “No One Is Criminal” in​ ​Abolition NOW! 

Victoria Law, “​Against Carceral Feminism​” 

Talila A. Lewis and Dustin Gibson, “​The Prison Strike Challenges Ableism and Defends 
Disability Rights​” 

Namrata Verghese, “​Queer Liberation Is an Abolitionist Affair​” 

Qwo-Li Driskill, “​Shaking Our Shells: Cherokee Two-Spirits Rebalancing the World​” 

Liat Ben-Moshe, “​Deinstitutionalization: A Case Study in Carceral Abolition​,” ​Scapegoat 7 

I​NCITE! Women of Color against Violence-Critical Resistance Statement on Gender Violence 
and the Prison Industrial Complex 
 

Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha, ​Care Work: Dreaming Disability Justice 

Kelly Lytle Hernández, ​City of Inmates 

Harsha Walia, ​Undoing Border Imperialism 

Jason de Leon, ​Land of Open Graves 

Margo Tamez, ​Beyond Walls and Cages, ​“​The Texas-Mexico Border Wall and Ndé Memory​” 

K-Sue Park, “​Self-Deportation Nation​” 

César Cuauhtémoc García Hernández, “​Abolish Immigration Prisons​” 

 

http://criticalresistance.org/videoproject/
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/Lamble_transforming_carceral_logics-1.PDF
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/Lamble_transforming_carceral_logics-1.PDF
http://www.renaissancewedding.org/text/revolutionary_dreams_by_nikki_gi.htm
https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/until-black-women-are-free-none-of-us-will-be-free
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/Critical-Resistance-Abolition-Now-Ten-Years-of-Strategy-and-Struggle-against-the-Prison-Industrial-C.pdf
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/Critical-Resistance-Abolition-Now-Ten-Years-of-Strategy-and-Struggle-against-the-Prison-Industrial-C.pdf
https://jacobinmag.com/2014/10/against-carceral-feminism/
https://truthout.org/articles/the-prison-strike-is-a-disability-rights-issue/
https://truthout.org/articles/the-prison-strike-is-a-disability-rights-issue/
https://wearyourvoicemag.com/abolition-is-a-queer-issue/
https://ia800208.us.archive.org/8/items/beyondmasculinity/bmasc.driskill.pdf
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/Ben-Moshe_Deinstitutionalization.pdf
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/incite-cr-statement.pdf
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/incite-cr-statement.pdf
https://www.studyandstruggle.com/s/Tamez_Texas-Mexico-Border-in-Beyond_Walls_and_Cages.pdf
https://harvardlawreview.org/2019/05/self-deportation-nation/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/02/opinion/immigration-detention-prison.html


 

 
 
 


